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Cambridge man charged with possessing child porn 


Ex-trooper seeks end to case 


By Ryan Whisner 


rwhisner@dailyunion.com 


JEFFERSON — The case 
against a former Wisconsin 
State Patrol trooper charged 
with multiple counts of posses- 
sion of child pornography could 
be moving toward resolution. 

Ex-Trooper Frank Richard 
Torrez, 54, Cambridge, has 
pleaded not guilty to 10 sepa- 
rate counts of felony possession 


of child pornography. 

If convicted, Torrez faces a 
maximum sentence of 25 years 
in prison and $100,000 in fines 
on each count and a surcharge 
of $500 for each image or copy 
of image associated with the 
crime. In addition, he would 
face a minimum of three years 
of initial confinement on each 
charge. 

Appearing for a Tuesday sta- 
tus conference before Jefferson 


‘We’re going outside’ 


Jefferson 


moves to 


engage in branding 


By Alexa Zoellner 


azoellner@dailyunion.com 


JEFFERSON — The results 
of the Jefferson community 
branding and marketing project 
were presented to the Jefferson 
Common Council on Tuesday 
evening. 

Included in the presentation 
was the proposed tagline for the 


Whitewater 
engineering 
amended 


By Jennifer Eisenbart 
lifestyles@dailyunion.com 


WHITEWATER — After an 
in-depth discussion on Strand 
Associates, the City of White- 
water Common Council ex- 
tended the services contract 
with the company, but delayed 
action on a task order with the 
company for two weeks. 

The Whitewater Common 
Council on Tuesday approved a 
change to the existing techni- 
cal-services contract language, 
but not a proposed two-year ex- 
tension. Instead, the contract 
with Strand will be until the 
end of 2018, giving the city a 
chance to break in a new pub- 
lic works director, which the 
city is in the process of hiring. 

During the council’s regular 
meeting Tuesday, City Manag- 
er Cameron Clapper gave an 
update on the search for a new 
public works director, saying 
the city had narrowed the field 
to seven candidates, which in 
turn would be further down- 
sized to four. That position is ex- 
pected to be filled by an em- 
ployee with professional engi- 


(Continued on A5) 


city: “We’re going outside.” 

The project, which kicked off 
in October of 2016 under the 
watchful eye of an Oversight 
Committee consisting of com- 
munity stakeholders, is meant 
to spur economic development 
by providing a clear and con- 
sistent message that can be pre- 
sented by the entire city. 

It generally is believed that 
the city never had developed a 
comprehensive branding and 
marketing plan for the commu- 
nity, according to City Admin- 
istrator Tim Freitag. 

To the extent that such an ef- 
fort did take place in the past, 
it lacked a unifying theme and 
message about the City of Jef- 
ferson that harmonized city 
government, city business and 
industry, tourism initiatives, 
special events, parks and recre- 
ation amenities, Jefferson’s cul- 
tural and historical assets and 
other advocates for city mar- 
keting. 

On Sept. 20, 2016, the Jeffer- 
son Common Council approved 
a professional services contract 
with Chandlerthinks LLC of 
Franklin, Tenn. The contract is 
for a total not-to-exceed cost of 
$69,500, of which $63,500 is for 
contract work and $6,000 cov- 
ers travel expenses. The coun- 
cil previously set aside $70,000 
to fund the project. 

“Ultimately, when we talk 
about branding, were talking 
about a story,” Steve Chandler, 
owner of and brand strategist 
at Chandlerthinks LLC, said. 
“If people say, ‘Oh, I’m thinking 
about moving my business to 
Jefferson,’ (and people say) ‘Re- 
ally? Where is it?’ they don’t go 
look for the logo and show it to 
them. If people brag about Jef- 
ferson on Facebook — ‘Oh, it’s 
such a great community. I love 
it — theyre not posting pic- 

(Continued on A7) 


County Circuit Court Judge 
Jennifer Weston, his attorney, 
Mark Eisenberg, indicated that 
Torrez would like to see the 
matter put behind him. 

To date, no plea offer has 
been made by the prosecutor. 
Wisconsin Assistant Attorney 
General David Maas is the spe- 
cial prosecutor for the case. 

Eisenberg noted that he and 
Maas have been working to- 
gether to get a forensic report 





Juvenile suspect held for letters 
threatening Fort Atkinson schools 


By Ryan Whisner 


rwhisner@dailyunion.com 


A juvenile suspect has been 
taken into custody for alleged- 
ly sending threatening letters 
to each of Fort Atkinson’s pub- 
lic schools Monday. 

School District of Fort Atkin- 
son District Administrator 
Lynn Brown said the threat 
was made in relation to stu- 
dents in the future. 

Neither Brown nor Fort 


Atkinson Police Lt. Jeff Davis 
would get into the specifics of 
the alleged threats, which were 
included in letters that were re- 
ceived at each of the schools. 

Davis noted that there was 
sufficient information directing 
authorities to identify the sus- 
pect involved in sending the let- 
ters. 

“We immediately called law 
enforcement; a (male juvenile) 
suspect was identified and tak- 
en into custody,” she said. 


Davis noted that a referral to 
Jefferson County Human Serv- 
ices for juvenile charges was 
made. 

Overall, the situation was 
handled within about an hour- 
and-a-half. 

“Law enforcement did a phe- 
nomenal job,” Brown said. 

The first letter was received 
at Luther Elementary School 
and police were notified at 9:23 
a.m. on Monday. Subsequently, 

(Continued on A3) 





from the Department of Jus- 
tice’s analysis concerning the 
images found on numerous de- 
vices found in Torrez’s home. 

“There was a very large num- 
ber of devices recovered from 
the defendant’s home,” Maas 
said. 

The prosecutor said he has 
met with the DOJ analyst to 
narrow the focus of the forensic 
analysis and get a better han- 

(Continued on A5) 


Sex assault 
trial delayed 
for witnesses 


By Ryan Whisner 


rwhisner@dailyunion.com 





JEFFERSON — The tri- 
al of a 42-year-old Ocon- 
omowoc-area man who al- 
legedly sexually assaulted 
his stepdaughter has been 
delayed due to the key wit- 


(Continued on A5) 








Frank R. Torrez 





NATIONAL NIGHT OUT — Jefferson joined thousands 
of other communities for the 34th annual National Night 
Out on Tuesday. National Night Out is “America’s night 
out against crime.” This third annual event for Jefferson 
took place in Riverfront Park. Shown, clockwise starting 
above left, are scenes from the event: Jefferson Patrol 
Officer Eric Grady holds Brielle Grady, 2; Jefferson Fire 
Department Capt. Kip Kopelke buckles in Cadence Filer, 
3, in the back of one of the Jefferson Fire Department ve- 
hicles; Jefferson Police Department Chief Ken Pileggi, left, 
stands for a photo with Steve Adams; Jordyn Eggers, 7, 
pretends to be a Jefferson Utilities employee. Related pho- 
tos appear on A3. View all photos on dailyunion.mycap- 
ture.com. — Daily Union photos by Alexa Zoellner. 





S. Main 
proposal 
on hold 


By Ryan Whisner 


rwhisner@dailyunion.com 


Discussion of a proposal to al- 
ter parking and designate a bi- 
cycle lane on a portion of South 
Main Street has been tabled for 
further study by the Fort Atkin- 
son City Council. 

As presented during the 
council’s meeting Tuesday, the 
proposal would eliminate park- 
ing on the west side of South 
Main Street from Rockwell Av- 
enue south to the city limits and 
paint a white line to designate 
a bike lane. 

Comments from South Main 
Street residents and a pending 
Safe Routes to School grant 
study prompted the council to 
pause further discussion on the 
idea. 

“The genesis of this came 
about because we have a fairly 
substantial population in the 
Highland Heights area and 
south of Hackbarth Road,” Fort 
Atkinson city engineer Andy 
Selle said. “We have no transit 
along Whitewater Avenue and 
sidewalks along South Main 
Street stop at Hilltop Trail and 
are only on one side.” 

As part of the extensive Rock- 
well Avenue reconstruction 
project expected to be complet- 
ed next year, a bike path is ex- 
pected be included to make a 
connection from the Glacial 
River Trail to Whitewater Av- 
enue. 

“There are longer-term plans, 
discussions among staff trying 
to connect some of these areas 
so we do not have dead-ended 
bike paths,” the city engineer 
said. “When you look at what 
we have available to get chil- 
dren, and adults as well, down 
into the downtown area, we just 
really don’t have much.” 

Selle said there are sporadic 
sidewalks and South Main 
Street is the only “collector 
street” because the average dai- 
ly traffic is probably just above 
that designation. 

South Main Street in the 
area south of Rockwell Avenue 
is 42 feet in width. 

“The intent was to do some- 
thing that was fairly inexpen- 
sive,” Selle said. “This was just 
simply panting a line in the 
street and seeing how it goes.” 

The configuration would be a 
10-foot bike lane on the west 
side of the street, eliminating 
parking. The driving lanes 
would be reduced to two 12-foot 
pathways with the remaining 
eight feet on the east side for 
parking. 

(Continued on Ad) 


Seniors dying on job at 
higher rate than others 


By the Associated Press 


Older people are dying on the 
job at a higher rate than work- 
ers overall, even as the rate of 
workplace fatalities decreases, 
according to an Associated 
Press analysis of federal statis- 
tics. 

It’s a trend that’s particular- 
ly alarming as baby boomers re- 
ject the traditional retirement 
age of 65 and keep working. The 
US. government estimates that 


by 2024, older workers will ac- 
count for 25 percent of the la- 
bor market. 

Getting old — and the phys- 
ical changes associated with it 
— “could potentially make a 
workplace injury into a much 
more serious injury or a poten- 
tially fatal injury,” said Ken 
Scott, an epidemiologist with 
the Denver Public Health De- 


partment. 
Gerontologists say those 
(Continued on A5) 
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Suit: Fox, White House 
coordinated false story 


NEW YORK (AP) — A law- 
suit filed Tuesday lays out an 
explosive tale of Trump allies, 
the White House and Fox News 
Channel conspiring to push a 
false story about Democratic 
leaks and an unsolved killing in 
order to distract attention from 
the Russia investigation that 
has been swirling around the 
president 

The lawsuit was filed against 
Fox by an investigator who had 
been looking into the killing of 
Seth Rich, a former Democrat- 
ic National Committee staff 
member killed in 2016 in what 
police say was a botched rob- 
bery. The investigator alleges 
that Fox quoted him as saying 
things he never said and was 
willing to show President Don- 
ald Trump its story before it 
was posted online. 

It’s the second time in two 
days that Trump has been ac- 
cused of being actively involved 
in pushing a public narrative to 
lower the heat of the Russia sto- 
ry. The Washington Post re- 
ported that the president had 
written a misleading statement 
for his son to give to The New 
York Times about Donald 
Trump Jrs meeting last sum- 
mer with a Russian who prom- 
ised dirt on Democrat Hillary 
Clinton’s campaign. 

Rich’s death has become fod- 
der for conspiracy theorists, 
deeply angering the 27-year- 
old’s family. In May, the story 
was thrust into the headlines 
again when Fox posted a story 
on its website in which investi- 
gator Rod Wheeler said there 
had been contact between Rich 
and WikiLeaks, the organiza- 
tion that posted a trove of DNC 
emails last year. The story was 
heavily promoted by Fox News 
host Sean Hannity, who has in- 
formally advised the president. 

In the lawsuit, Wheeler now 
says that he never made that 
statement. He also contends he 
was told his false comments 


were put in the story because 
Trump wanted it that way. 

Fox says it’s “completely er- 
roneous” to suggest it pushed 
the story to distract from the 
Russia investigation. Wheeler 
has made contradictory state- 
ments regarding the case and is 
filing a racial discrimination 
lawsuit against the network, 
represented by a lawyer who 
has other lawsuits against Fox. 

White House press secretary 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders said 
Trump had no knowledge of the 
false story before it was posted 
and that it was “completely un- 
true” that the White House had 
any role in shaping it. 

Wheeler, a Fox contributor on 
law enforcement issues, said he 
was brought into the Rich case 
by donor and Trump supporter 
Ed Butowsky. He says Bu- 
towsky, who has also made oc- 
casional guest appearances on 
Fox News, was intent on estab- 
lishing a link between Rich and 
WikiLeaks. 

Two days before the Fox ar- 
ticle was published, Wheeler 
said he got a text message from 
Butowsky: “Not to add any 
more pressure but the presi- 
dent just read the article. He 
wants the article out immedi- 
ately. It’s now all up to you. But 
don’t feel the pressure.” 

Butowsky said he has never 
met Trump and his text mes- 
sage to Wheeler about the pres- 
ident reading the article was 
“tongue-in-cheek.” 

Fox removed the story from 
its website a week after it was 
published, saying “it was not 
initially subjected to the high 
degree of editorial scrutiny we 
require for all of our reporting.” 
Hannity ultimately backed 
away, saying he was acting out 
of respect for Rich’s family. 

Wheeler also said he and Bu- 
towsky had met with outgoing 
White House press secretary 
Sean Spicer and showed Spicer 
notes on Wheeler’s probe. 


Juvenile held in threats 


(Continued from A1) 
identical letters also were found 
to have been sent to Barrie, 
Rockwell and Purdy elemen- 
tary schools, Fort Atkinson 
High School and Fort Atkinson 
Middle School. 

The superintendent said the 
district went on “soft lockdown” 
as a result of the threats. 

“Soft lockdown” indicates 
that business within the build- 
ing continues as usual, but all 
the exits and entrances of the 
school are locked. 

Brown said contact was 
maintained with board of edu- 
cation members and adminis- 
trators during the incident. She 
noted that all the plans and 
protocols were in place. 

“It was really well done so 
within a couple of hours, the in- 
cident was over,” Brown said. 

Although summer school ses- 
sions had concluded, there was 
a group of youngsters partici- 
pating in Fort Atkinson Boys 
and Girls Club activities at 
Luther Elementary School. 

“There were children pres- 
ent,” Brown said. 

When the first letter was re- 


Myo 


FREE CONCERTS AT ROTARY PARK 


ceived, at Luther, an officer was 
sent over immediately. The chil- 
dren actually were across the 
street at Jones Park. 

Brown said she and district 
business services director Jason 
Demerath went over to the 
park and informed the Boys 
and Girls Club representative 
on site that the school was on 
soft lockdown and said that af- 
ter the children had their 
snack, it would be best if they 
returned to the school. 

“The officer stayed there the 
whole time,” Brown said. “We 
want to be overly cautious with 
our children, as you might ex- 
pect.” 

On Tuesday, the administra- 
tive team conducted a debrief- 
ing session on how things went 
and to discuss what could have 
been done differently. 

“It was very smooth,” Brown 
said. 

“You never want to receive a 
threat like this, but I can’t tell 
you how pleased I was with how 
it was handled. Our crisis plan 
was in place, contacts were 
made and it went extremely 
smoothly.” 


i 


Rotary Waterfront Park 


301 S. Gardner Avenue, Downtown Jefferson 


Thursday, Aug. 3 
TPM 
1 rons 


wang Drag 
Not exactly country, not 
exactly rock ... A roots 
rock-Americana Band! 

Refreshments served by the 


Jefferson Live Music Foundation. 
Concessions served by the Scouts. 


Rain or Shine! 


Sponsored by 


aT 
‘a Badger 


jeffersonlivemusic.com * 920-674-7700 AILY 


JEFFERSON COUNTY 


Media Sponsors: WFAW/WKCH, Jefferson Living & WSJY Sponsored by: NION 
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STAND AGAINST CRIME — 
On Tuesday, Jefferson joined 
thousands of other communities 
in banding together to take a 
stand against crime and crimi- 
nals during the 34th annual Na- 
tional Night Out. More than 
16,000 from all 50 states, U.S. 
Territories, Canadian cities and 
military bases worldwide ob- 
serve the event. In all, 37.8 mil- 
lion people on average partici- 
pate in “America’s night out 
against crime.” This marked 
Jefferson’s third annual Nation- 
al Night Out. Open to the com- 
munity, it took place at River- 
front Park. The first National 
Night Out took place on Aug. 7, 
1984. The event is designed to 
promote four main points: To 
heighten crime- and drug-pre- 
vention awareness; generate 
anti-crime efforts; strengthen 
neighborhood spirit and police- 
community partnerships, and 
send a message to criminals 
letting them know neighbor- 
hoods are organized and fight- 
ing back. Shown here in rows, 
left to right, are scenes from the 
event. Row One — Sonya 
Kopelke, of the Jefferson Fire 
Department Sirens, paints Ben 
Radloff’s face; Nova Dummer, 
4, stuffs a hemmorraging 
“wound.” Row Two — Members 
of the biker organization, 
Guardians of the Children 
(GOC) South Central chapter, 
were present at the event. The 
mission of GOC is to recognize 
and react to child abuse and ed- 
ucate the public to do the same, 
to serve as advocates to pro- 
vide strength and stability to 
families in crisis, and to be an 
answer to the prayer of an 
abused child or teen for 
courage, support and protec- 
tion. Kneeling are “Guardrail,” 
left, and “Sweet P.” Standing, 
left to right, are “Camino,” “Mi 
Ki,” “Grease Monkey,” “Scrap- 
py,” “Rebel,” “Phoid” and Robo.” 
Row Three — John Collins, of 
Jefferson EMS, props up a 
maniquin used for CPR prac- 
tice; A boy plays with other chil- 
dren in the bouncy house. Row 
Four — Abigail Pearsall, 2, 
plays with her “hard-hat”; Sib- 
lings Sean Bardill, 5, left, and 
Leah Williams, 13, sit in one of 
Jefferson Fire Department’s fire 
engines. Row Five — Left to 
right, Jefferson County Circuit 
Court Judge Ben Brantmeier, 
left, speaks with Mike Bahr, 
center, and Dave Bente, a Jef- 
ferson Fire Department driver; 
Benjamin Hake holds Angelo 
Hake in a police car. Row Six 
— Emily Sigrist, 15, throws a 
football toward Quidditch goals. 
Related photos appear on A1. 
— Daily Union photos by Alexa 
Zoellner. 
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